
Friends of the Forest Grove Library 

January 19, 2011 
Rogers Room, FG Library 

 

In attendance:  Kim Reynolds, Susan Schubothe, Carol Woodford, and Library Director Colleen 

Winters.   Guest: Nancy Combs, Library Commission liaison 

     

The meeting was called to order by Susan in the Rogers Room at the FG City Library.  We 

welcomed Carol Woodford to the Board.  Colleen has spoken with Katie Allnutt about joining 

the board and Pablo Avalos is also interested. 

 

The minutes of December 15, 2010 will be reviewed at the February meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report   In Ralph’s absence, Susan distributed copies of the January Treasurer’s 

report.  Income was realized from memberships and the sale of poinsettias totaling $195.00.  

Expenses include refreshments and music for the Wassail party, poinsettias for decorations for 

the holidays, and for the first cultural program totaling $755.00.  We have $13,882.31 in 

checking, $7,948.20 in savings, $7,187.08 with Edward Jones, totaling $29,017.59. with $2,255 

encumbered.   

 

Cultural Programs   Colleen notes that the January 4 program, Snax playing rock and roll music 

from the ‘50s and ‘60s, was attended by 20 adults and 10 children.  This is the second visit by 

this band and Colleen suggests that we try a different kind of music next time.  The next program 

on Feb 1 is about earthquake and tsunami threats in Oregon. 

 

Book Sale   Mike reports in absentia that he met with three sorters to go over and practice the 

scanning process to identify books that may be worthy of our online sales.  Our next book sale is 

set for May 16-21, scheduled so that we can borrow the shelving after the Hillsboro sale.  Carol 

notes that she gets very busy in May with the Farmers Market but should be able to continue to 

work with the book sale since much work is done before the sale itself. 

 

Forest Grove Conversations (formerly Great American Speeches)    The committee will meet 

next week to continue preparations.   The working title is Women’s Work from the ERA to 

Present with a possible subtitle of How the defeated ERA changed things.   

 

Forest Grove Friends website   Colleen reminds us that the Friends had decided not to use the 

professional website designer used by the Foundation at  http://fglf.org.  Instead Mike has 

created a draft website for the Friends at http://fglibraryfriends.org    It is hosted on a free site 

and is quite adequate for our needs.   

 

Colleen reports that the Foundation would like some updated photos of our library and people 

using it for their website http://fglf.org.  Neil Poulsen who took the great photos of our building 

is not a people photographer so Colleen has asked Rob Duvall to take those photographs.  He 

took photos of the Teddy Bear parade last evening and got permission slips signed so they can 

appear on a website. 
 

http://fglibraryfriends.org/


Commission report   Nancy reports that Commission members attended the city-wide dinner for 

all Commissions last week where each commission reported on their mission and activities.  

Doug Martin did a good job presenting the Library Commissions report.  At last night’s 

Commission meeting Doug Martin was re-elected president and Pam Bailey secretary.  Mayor 

Truax will continue as Commission liaison to the City Council.  The Commission continues their 

review of library policies and will present to City Council in February or March those for the 

Stewart History Room, materials selection, gifts, and circulation.  They are working on policies 

for behavior standards, Rogers Room, piano use, technology, and volunteers.  The Commission 

has agreed to participate with library staff in review of the Library’s mission statement.  Their 

next meeting is February 8 at 6:30 p.m.   

 

Colleen points out that to continue the ‘cross-pollination’ of ideas and information between the 

Commission and Friends, members will attend the other meeting on alternate months.  Carol 

volunteered to attend the next Commission meeting in February and in March either Nancy or 

Anita from the Commission will attend the Friends meeting.   

 

Foundation report   The Foundation has not met since our last meeting. 

 

Director’s Report     At about this time, each city department is asked to make a list of 

accomplishments of the previous year which will be incorporated into the State of the City 

address.  Colleen will send us the highlights via email. 

 

There are now 33 volunteers working in the library an average of two hours a week.  The Library 

is becoming increasingly dependent on volunteers who provide great service.  Because the staff 

union contract prohibits displacement of employees by volunteers, library staff and 

administration are looking for ways to balance paid staff and volunteers. 

 

She notes that Circulation statistics are up 17% in 2010 over 2009.  This is greater than the 

WCCLS average.  This is one of the five components of the WCCLS formula and if we continue 

to be above average, it may increase our funding from them for next year.   

 

The Library is hosting four classes that are being taught in conjunction with Worksource Oregon 

to help people find jobs.  Topics include how to write resumes, find jobs to apply for, interview, 

etc.   The classes are available to the public and are being advertised by the City on their website 

and within the Library. 

 

Our next meeting is February 16, 2011. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Susan Schubothe 

Secretary 


