
Friends of the Forest Grove Library 

November 17, 2010 
Conference Room, FG Fire Station 

 

In attendance:  Susan Schubothe, Mike Smith, Ralph Vasey, and Library Director Colleen 

Winters.   

     

The meeting was called to order by President Smith in the Conference Room at the FG Fire 

Station. 

 

Approval of the minutes of October 27, 2010, was deferred until more members are present.   

ACTION ITEMS:  Susan will send out the Bylaws for our review.  Colleen will send out an 

updated Directory of Board members. 

 

Treasurer’s Report   Ralph distributed the November Treasurer’s Report.  Income of $84 was 

realized from memberships and sales.  Expenses went to Miracle Sign for the repair of the 

banner.    We have $9,565.70 in checking, $7,948.20 in savings, $7,187.08 with Edward Jones 

totaling $24,701.07.  Encumbrances for programs total $2100 and for baskets and promotional 

materials $650. 

 

$300 has been donated by the Lions Club to be held for the 2011 summer reading award books.  

More donations will pass through our treasury for that purpose 

 

Wish List   Colleen has two requests from staff.  Linda Minor would like to purchase another 

bulletin board to be placed near the Featured Readers corner for more publicity and information 

about books.  It would cost $145.51.  Ann Dondero reports that the street banner used to 

announce library programs has been deemed by Miracle Sign to have only one more use in it.  It 

would cost $70 to repair and update the sign.  A new street banner will cost $360.  Colleen points 

out that the Library Foundation has a $100 banner offer from Miracle Sign that they may be 

willing to pass on to us.   Mike will negotiate with the Foundation. 

Susan moved to spend up to $360 for a new banner and $145.51 for the new bulletin board.  

Ralph seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously, pending additional input from Kim and 

Dick. 

 

Book Sale   Colleen reports that volunteer are showing up and there is plenty of help.  There 

never seemed to be a ton of buyers but reportedly sales on Monday (Friends only) brought in 

about $1000.  Carol Woodford is hearing compliments about the sale not being so cluttered and 

books easier to see.  Some buyers miss the joy of the search through boxes and we may have 

fewer sales, but the wear and tear on volunteers sorting and moving boxes may be worth the 

decrease in funds.   River City has been contacted to pick up our leftovers. 

 

Only one book seller showed up on Monday and it was mentioned that some sales ban scanners.  

Because we have not got a problem with too many book sellers, no action will be taken on 

scanners.  Also, as we pre-screen books for value, there will be less incentive for book sellers to 

come. 



The issue of membership dues has arisen – should memberships run from November – 

November as some have suggested?  We will look at our Bylaws to see if it is specified and 

discuss it at a later date.  Mike pointed out we need to incentivize membership to get more 

people to join. 

 

We have been asked to schedule our May and November book sales so the Rogers Room can be 

reserved for us.  We agreed to follow the dates of the Hillsboro sales and Mike will let us know 

what they are. 

 

Wassail Party   Colleen consulted several people, including Susan, as she puzzled out the type of 

Wassail party we want this year.  She suggests that we take it back to the roots of the event with 

community participants providing a low key welcome to patrons who stop by.   It will take place 

on Tuesday, December 14, from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

 

 Mayor Truax will read stories by the fireplace.  Colleen will look at bringing the piano out by 

the upper service desk and have volunteer pianists provide background music throughout the 

evening.  Linda Minor may be hired to play the harp as well.  Adelente Mujeres has been asked 

to provide several types of festive cookies.  Colleen says she will need money from us for 

cookies, supplies and music as well as volunteers to serve that evening.   

 

Susan moved to spend up to $300 for cookies, punch, and music.  Ralph seconded the motion 

and it passed unanimously.  

 

ACTION ITEM:  Colleen will contact Sue Vosburg to see how many cookies are needed and 

whether the Gales Creek crew would like to serve.   

 

Commission report   Colleen reports that they had a good conversation on policies as they 

continue their review of all library policies.  She reports that staff recently worked on their list of 

unfinished business.  The discussion took them to review the Library’s mission statement, which 

is very broad and general.  The Commission was charged with the task of writing a new mission 

statement.  Mike pointed out that perhaps only a tag line is needed such as “Books are just the 

beginning” or “Your library is an educational institution.”   

 

The conversation about the mission led to a discussion of the value of programming within the 

library mission.  Staff time and energies are taken with scheduling, arranging, publicizing 

programs.  Some programs are not related specifically to books but rather add to the community 

intellect and expose people to new ideas.  The conversation will continue. 

 

Foundation report   Mike reports that the Foundation is about ready to launch their website.  It 

was quite an effort to find the right designer and place to host it.  We had considered piggy-

backing onto their designer but Mike suggests that we look at a blog website that he created for 

free using a free hosting site.   He will send the links and welcomes our feedback.  We should 

use new photos.  Colleen points out that Neil Poulsen will be taking more photos for the 

Foundation web site and we can use them as well. 

 



Colleen reports that two of the three grants have been awarded.  The OCF grant will give us 

$10,000 if we raise $80,000 within a year.  We also got $5,000 from another and are waiting to 

hear about the third.  Applications are being prepared for the Collins Foundation and the Meyer  

Memorial Trust.   

 

The Friends will be asked for a donation but we will wait until it can do the most good, perhaps 

with a matching grant. 

 

Director’s Report   Colleen thanked everyone for their help with the successful levy campaign.  

It passed with 65% of the votes. 

 

New Business    

 Susan is now managing the membership list.  

 We need more Board members and several names were suggested. 

 The Bylaws will be reviewed and on the next agenda. 

 

Our next meeting is December 15, 2010. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Susan Schubothe 

Secretary 


