
Friends of the Forest Grove Library 

December 15, 2010 
Rogers Room, FG Library 

 

In attendance:  Dick Ginsburg, Kim Reynolds, Susan Schubothe, Mike Smith, Ralph Vasey, and 

Library Director Colleen Winters.   Guest: Carol Woodford 

     

The meeting was called to order by President Smith in the Rogers Room at the FG City Library. 

 

The minutes of November 17, 2010 were reviewed.  Dick moved to approve them as presented; 

Ralph seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

 

Treasurer’s Report   Ralph distributed the December Treasurer’s Report.  The book sale netted 

$4691.25.  An additional $327 came from memberships and we received $300 from the Lions 

Club to hold for next year’s summer reading.  Expenses included $200 for the Hearing Voices 

program and $250 for catering for the Volunteer holiday event.   Encumbrances for programs 

total $2100, for a new banner $360, new bulletin board $145, and $300 (plus $200 approved via 

email) for the Wassail party and for baskets and promotional materials $650.  We have 

$14,434.04 in checking; $7948.20 in savings and $7,187.08 with Edward Jones, totaling 

$29,569.32.  Colleen notes that the bulletin board has been received and will be installed shortly.   

 

Book Sale   The November book sale netted about $4700.  Carol Woodford, book sale organizer, 

notes that it was nice not to have bunches of books from Hillsboro.  It made a huge difference for 

volunteers and did not impact our income that much.  There were many positive comments from 

both volunteers and patrons who enjoyed being able to browse the books more easily.  Mike 

points out that we now know that when the Friends book room is full, we have enough for a good 

sale.   

 

Carol suggests that we consider making membership run from November to November so that 

patrons are not paying dues for just two months if they join in November.  After some 

discussion, it was suggested that when membership dues are paid in November, the dues apply to 

the following year.  Dick will draft a change to the By-laws relating to dues so that payments 

made in the fourth quarter of the year will be good for the following year. It will be noted in the 

fall newsletter next year that members should check the mailing label to see if their membership 

dues are current.   

 

Colleen notes that the membership list can be put on a shared server so that staff can view it 

should they be questioned by a patron to see if their dues are current.  Members can and do pay 

their dues at the front desk. 

 

Carol brought three issues to the Board: 

 Use of the complete membership list to recruit volunteers for the book sale.  It has been 

available in the past but not this year.  She did call those who had stated on the 

membership form they’d like to help.  Carol points out that they could have used more 

volunteers this year.  Situations change and someone who had previously not been 

available may now be so – and vice versa.  She asks if it would be possible to use the 



entire list.  She would be judicious and note anyone who does not want to help with the 

book sale. 

 Does the Book sale chair need to be a member of the Friends Board.  Not necessarily. 

 She has had more than one person wish that there were some social events sponsored by 

the Friends in addition to the cultural programs – so they could feel more engaged.  

Colleen notes that most Friends group are like ours. 

Carol left the meeting. 

 

Relating to the Board membership, the Bylaws state that the Board shall consist of the officers 

plus four members.  We are down to three officers and two members so we should increase our 

membership.  After some discussion, it was decided that Colleen will talk with Katie Allnutt, 

Carol Woodford, and continue discussions with Pablo, about joining the Friends Board. 

 

Our next book sale will follow the Hillsboro sale, so we can borrow the shelving units.  Our May 

sale will be May 16- 21, 2011, with set up the previous Wed-Saturday.   Kate Hoggins will be 

notified to reserve the Rogers Room for those dates.  The November sale dates have not yet been 

set. 

 

Forest Grove Conversations (formerly Great American Speeches)   The committee met last week 

to talk about the fourth speaker.  Colleen will talk with Perla, the principal at Cornelius 

Elementary School about joining the panel.  The event will take place on Tuesday, March 29, in 

the Community Auditorium.  Colleen has been in touch with the Community School and there is 

a high level of interest in what we are doing.  Principal Vanessa Gray will speak with the faculty 

to see if they would like to involve their students in the essays, art work, etc.  The essay contest 

will be publicized in the library as well, hoping to involve home schoolers and more.  Jim 

Moore, of PU Tom McCall Center, will engage some interns to coordinate publicity and 

information.    

 

The working title is Women’s Work from the ERA to Present with a possible subtitle of How the 

defeated ERA changed things.  Mike Steele will be the emcee.  Jim Moore will give a historical 

perspective and the panelists will talk about their careers.   It should be inspirational to hear how 

these women have overcome challenges to be successful.  A town hall will follow.   We hope 

that the News-Times will run a series of interviews with other women such as Hannah Toomey, 

Leslie Hallick, Rev. Jennifer Yoakum, Bridget Cooke, to stir up interest in the event.   

 

The Friends will be asked to provide funds for prizes, advertisements, refreshments.   

 

The Wassail Party was last night.  Mike and Liz Smith served as hosts and Mayor Truax read 

stories to about 40 people.  Live music was provided by LG Burger.  Adelente Mujeres baked the 

cookies which were great.  Members of the Commission and Foundation decorated the Library.  

Colleen notes that as successful as it was, she will be very glad when the Gales Creek crew takes 

it over again next year.  The volunteer holiday event that preceded the Wassail party was 

attended by about 25 as well as the City Manager and Councilor Lowe.  It was catered by Lori 

Sherrill and the food was delicious.   

 



Commission report   Susan reports that the Commission made good progress on finalizing 

policies to present to City Council in January.  Next is the writing of the Mission Statement to 

help guide the Library Director.  Mike notes that some libraries are working from a tag line such 

as Books are just the beginning which could lead to more.  The liaisons from one Board to 

another may alternate in the new year to expose more members to the activities of the other 

Boards. 

 

Forest Grove Friends website   Mike has created a draft website for the Friends at 

http://fglibraryfriends.org    It  is hosted on a free site and is quite adequate for our needs.  

Susan will send Mike electronic versions of the newsletters and some minutes to add, 

 

Foundation report   Rod Fuiten made a presentation to the City Council in Monday about the 

status of the Foundation.  It was well received.  Mike, who attends the Foundation meetings on 

our behalf, reports that the Foundation Board plans to spend campaign money as it becomes 

available.  The first thing to be purchased is chairs and tables for the Children’s area.  The 

Foundation is working on a protocol of how it will work.  Basically, the Foundation will make 

the purchase and donate them to the City using contracts etc. 

 

Director’s Report   Colleen notes that the levy passed in all precincts in Forest Grove for the first 

time.   

 

New Business   Kim asked about the piano and its movement.  Colleen agrees that it needs to be 

used more and the Foundation spoke about it.  The piano is not being used enough to keep it in 

good shape.  Another issue is getting it in and out of the storage space.  The Library Commission 

is working on a policy concerning the piano and the Foundation will develop protocols for use.  

Kim is happy to help in any way. 

 

Our next meeting is January 19, 2011. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Susan Schubothe 

Secretary 

http://fglibraryfriends.org/

