
 

Friends of the Forest Grove Library 

February 16, 2011 
Rogers Room, FG Library 

 

In attendance:  Katie Allnutt, Pablo Avalos, Dick Ginsburg, Susan Schubothe, Mike Smith, 

Ralph Vasey, Carol Woodford, and Library Director Colleen Winters.    

     

The meeting was called to order by Mike in the Rogers Room at the FG City Library.  We 

welcomed Pablo Avalos and Katie Allnutt who are considering joining the Board. 

 

The minutes of December 15, 2010 and January 19, 2011, were reviewed.  A few typographical 

corrections were made as well as the deletion of one line about rock and roll.  Carol moved that 

the minutes be approved as corrected.  Ralph seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurer’s Report    Ralph distributed copies of the February Treasurer’s report.  Income was 

realized from memberships totaling $200.00.  Expenses include refreshments and music for the 

volunteer party, programs, a bulletin board, and program banner totaling $1,259.92.  We have 

$12,822.39 in checking, $7,950.20 in savings, $7,188.25 with Edward Jones, totaling 

$27,960.84. with $1,450 encumbered.   Mike has some receipts for expenses relating to our 

online book sales.  It was noted that we have not yet received a check from River City Books 

after the November book sale.  Mike will follow-up with them. 

 

Online Sales and book sale  Carol reports that her husband will handle the sale of LP records.  

Peter Schmitz has already listed them with notes about their conditions making it easier.  Sorting 

of donations is ongoing.  Books that may be valuable are being set aside for scanning.  Books 

that are indeed valuable are set apart for sale online.  Those that are not so valuable are put back 

into the sorting workflow with a note that they’d been scanned already.  Brian Ginsburg and 

Walt Wentz will do the online sales once the kinks are worked out in the process.  Online sales 

will not go live until everything works perfectly since we must be able to respond very quickly to 

orders to earn and keep a good rating.  When we’re ready, Mike will get us set up with Amazon 

noting that all funds go to the Friends of the Library. 

 

Forest Grove Conversations (formerly Great American Speeches)    One of the panelists has 

withdrawn leaving Barbara Roberts, Susan Sokol-Blosser, and Perla Rodriquez.  The Board 

made some suggested sources to find a replacement panelist.  Three locations have been reserved 

for the event, the Rogers Room, the Community Auditorium, and the Grove Meeting Room at 

the School District offices.  John Schrag of the News-Times will be interviewing local women 

about their progress over the years.   

 

By-Laws Change  Dick presented the change Article VIII to the By-Laws that will be voted on at 

the Annual Meeting.  This will specify that dues paid in the last calendar quarter of the year shall 

entitle membership for the balance of that year and the entire next calendar year.  It was noted 

that Article VII in the current Bylaws specifies that the annual meeting shall be held in January, 

February, or March.  We will suggest a change to the Bylaws so that the annual meeting will be 

held in February, March, or April.  Dick will prepare the changes. 



 

Annual Meeting  Because of the current bylaws, the Annual Meeting is scheduled for 12:15 on 

Tuesday, March 29, 2011.  The bylaws specify that members must be  given two weeks notice 

about the meeting, election of officers, and changes to the bylaws so the Spring Newsletter will 

be mailed out in early March.   Susan asks for help with the content of the Newsletter.  Mike – 

President’s words; Dick – Bylaws changes; Carol – Book sale; Colleen – Director’s report.   

 

Forest Grove Friends website   http://fglibraryfriends.org    Mike reports not much action on 

our website.   It would benefit from new photographs.  Colleen reports that we could likely use 

some of those being taken by Rob Duvall for the Foundation website.   

 

Wish List  Colleen has several requests to pass along from staff: 

 Dia de los Ninos 2011:  Linda Taylor has prepared a budget for a 2-hour version and 

requests $275 for entertainment, decorations and refreshments. Dick moved to approve 

up to $275, Carol seconded the motion and it passes unanimously. 

 Summer Reading Programs:  Ann Dondero asks that we continue our funding of the 

seven summer programs for the smallest children for $1530 and four of the seven 

programs for grades 1-6 for $1050, totaling $2580.  Susan moved that we spend $2580 

for Summer Reading; Carol seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

 Digital Camera:  Staff have been using their personal cameras to document library 

programs and events.  Dick moved that we spend up to $150 for a Library Digital Camera 

to be selected by Library Staff; Susan seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

 Community Conversation:  Dick asks that the Friends pay for prizes, food, honoraria, 

advertising, etc, which could cost $800 or so.  Susan moved that we spend up to $800 for 

expenses relating to the program; Carol seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

 

Upcoming Wish-List requests may include about $1450 to replace State Ready to Read funds if 

they are not renewed.  Service clubs will be approached to fund award books for Summer 

Reading.  If there is a shortfall we may be asked to fill in.   Public access to the Stewart History 

Room is moving forward and we will be asked to purchase some supplies and equipment. 
 

Commission report   Colleen reports that the Commission continues their work on policies.  They 

had a good discussion about how to support the continued busy-ness of the library.  Staff levels 

will hopefully be maintained in the new budget and staff are working on ways to make it all 

work better.  It is good that more people are discovering the Library but it challenges the staff.  

There is increasing dependence on volunteers.  We had erroneously assumed that the union 

contract specified that volunteers could not replace paid staff.  It does not.  However, contract 

negotiations begin soon and Colleen will be there to bring up the issue.  Volunteers should not 

replace a paid employee. 

 

Director’s Report   Colleen notes that about 80 people attended the February Cultural Program 

on Earthquakes.  James Roddey, from the State Dept of Geology and Mineral Industries, was 

great and will be invited to make a presentation to other city staff.  About 150 people attended 

the BEAR program and about 50 came to the First Wednesday Sweet Words event here in the 

Library.  Dave Pauly and Shannon Rosquist will put together a program on Broadway sing-a-

longs for later in the year. 

http://fglibraryfriends.org/


 

Colleen attended the countywide Friends group in Tualatin.  It was well attended and there were 

discussion on challenges shared by all: recruitment of new and younger members, how to make 

the most from sales of used books, etc.  . 

 

Our next meeting will be the Annual Meeting on March 29, 2011. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Susan Schubothe 

Secretary 


