
Friends of the Forest Grove Library
April 12, 2012
Rogers Room

In attendance:  Katie Allnutt, Dick Ginsburg, Kim Reynolds, Susan Schubothe, Mike 
Smith, Ralph Vasey, Carol Woodford

President Kim Reynolds called the meeting to order at 7:25 p.m.

Minutes of March 8 , 2012, meeting were reviewed.  Dick moved to approve them as 
presented; Katie seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.

Ralph presented the Treasurer’s report for March 2012.    The month began with 
$13,099.50 in our checking account.  There was $274.18 income from membership and 
online book sales.   Expenses totaled $668.59 for library promotional materials, 
refreshments, postage and stamps, prizes for the Conversation essay winners and 
payment for the ad on the FG Chamber map.  The checking account had $12,705.09 at 
the end of the month.  Savings is unchanged at $7,955.97 and we still have $7,188.77 at 
Edward Jones, totaling $27,849.83 in our Treasury.  Encumbered expenses total $13,996. 
FG Conversations has just one more invoice due, which is less than the encumbered 
amount so once paid, the remaining encumbered funds will be released.

The FG Library Foundation will need our money at some point down the road.  For now, 
they just need to let the grantor know the funds are promised.  

Spring Book sale    Carol reports that all is underway and she is busy recruiting 
volunteers.  The dates of the sale are May 14-19.   She decided to only order 25 pairs of 
book ends to start with and will order more laterPablo wants to volunteer and Carol will 
follow-up.   

Online book sales.  Mike says that things going well and the pace is picking up.  He is 
getting great help from his wife and Brian Ginsburg.  We have  listed 430 items and have 
sold about 100 already.  At least 1 item a day is being sold.  Today four items were sold 
for $120.  We may have paid for the laptop.  

FG Conversations report.  This year’s event was good.  There were fewer folks than 
hoped because of a conflict.   Pacific University students filmed the event which resulted 
in a very nice production.  It will be added to the Library’s collection and made available 
for checkout.  Dick commented how nice it is to work with Jim Moore and Pacific, which 
provided dinner for speakers and the Committee, provides help for the event as well 
publicity.  Their support is very welcome.

Library Commission  Colleen reports that they had their annual goal setting retreat at 
home of Nancy Combs.   Their goals  for next year:  Continue work through library 
policies; finalize the Library’s Mission Statement with staff input and help; continue staff 



recognition (they may come to the Friends for funding);  work with Friends and 
Foundation, networking with other groups.

Library Foundation report   Mike reports that the group has divided responsibilities and 
are sending out letters to businesses with members doing follow-ups.  The grant writer 
will work on two more grants – Collins  Foundation and James Miller foundation.  The 
City Council has committed $15k to the Foundation thanks to Rod Fuiten’s appeal.

Retreat follow-up relating to Friends budget:    Colleen discussed what happens at other 
libraries at an informal meeting of library directors.  She and Library Staff have 
developed a proposal.

Rather than the monthly wish list, they suggest that the Friends has a structured timeline 
so staff needs to be more organized.   We could review staff requests twice a year and 
make decisions about funding.  Staff would need to get more organized and prepare their 
request in anticipation of our schedule.    Staff would apply for the money like a grant . 
We would be essentially awarding a grant  which could be reported to the City as a 
resource.  We’d get the acknowledgement and the City would be more aware of the funds 
we contribute.  It would become part of the Library’s budget- WCCLS, City, Friends 
grant.

Another option is to a trust fund set up so money doesn’t go to City.    Hillsboro has a 
Board Fund that is theirs to use as they will and is listed among the resources available to 
the Library.   

Colleen will send out the documents and background for our consideration.  

Library Directors Report:  Colleen thanks us for coming to the City Council meeting 
which honored her for 30 years.   She does it because of us and all of the library 
supporting groups and people.  There is good fellowship and we get lots accomplished. 
There are some constants that don’t change but with our help things are moving forward. 

Mayor Truax wanted us to be sure to have the info about the levy.  This levy will replace 
the one about to expire.  This levy asks for a little more to accommodate a full service 
city with our own public utilities, fire department, etc.  If it passes, for next fiscal year we 
can sustain the service levels we have, staffing, materials.  There will be no cuts but no 
increases.  All groups need to think about what happens if it fails – go back out Nov 2012 
or May 2013.  If it fails, funds to the Library could be reduced.

There have been issues with building and one of them is getting attention:  the mess at the 
back of the library when it rains.  The safety committee was alerted and they will work on 
ways to mitigate the problem.  Cleaning the building is another problem because the 
custodial staff is assigned 2 hours a day 5 days out of 6.  The janitorial service hired for 
the sixth day doesn’t work well and patron have been complaining.   The City knows and 
hopefully will resolve the issue.



Twenty-five people attended the Hearing Voices program last night, which was an 
increase of last year’s attendance.   Our April cultural program on Censorship resulted in 
a very great discussion.  Dave Pauli will come to us with his list of programs for next 
year and he welcomes feedback from this group about his requests.   He would appreciate 
input about what types of programs and relative costs we would likely approve.

Shannon Romveldt and Colleen recently worked out the process for sending out 
reminders about library events.   Carol will be forward these messages to Friends with 
email addresses.  

Kim left.

Maggie Pike recognition   Dick will ask Geri Steele to design a Certificate for Life 
Membership that we could use again.  Colleen will invite Maggie to the Gathering of the 
groups where hers will be presented.

Susan moved to fund the Gathering of Groups event not to exceed $500; Katie seconded 
the motion and it was unanimously approved.

Our next meeting is scheduled for May 10, 2012.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

 


