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_____________________Friends of the Forest Grove Library__________________

Spring 2017 Newsletter
From the President
Since 1973, Friends of the Forest Grove Library has
existed to support the Library’s goals and services.
Book sales account for most of Friends’ income. During
our last fiscal year (July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016) the fall
and spring sales held in the Rogers Room grossed almost
$12,000. We also sell donated books and library discards
online—we are an Amazon partner—and grossed over
$9,000. We are also selling books from a book truck in
the Library’s entrance area. Membership fees and cash
donations brought total Friends income to over $22,600
last fiscal year.
On the expense side, Friends incur costs for Amazon
selling fees, postage, mailing supplies, and small
equipment but pays no salaries: Friends is a completely
volunteer enterprise. We exist to help the Library. We
are the main donor for the Summer Reading Program and
fill other programming and equipment needs of the
Library that are not included in the Library’s budget as a
City of Forest Grove department.
Friends have sponsored and managed a series of cultural
programs in the library for decades. Starting this year,
Friends will continue to fund the series (with a budget of
$1800) but library staff will manage the series. Jim
Jatkevicius, an Adult Services Librarian, has taken over
that task and has a plan to expand the program. Please
join us the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 in the
Rogers Meeting Room. See the article in this newsletter
for a list of programs in the series through May.
There are now over 150 members of Friends. We will be
emailing newsletters to members who have given us their
email addresses.
If you would like to get involved with Friends fund
raising and programs, please see the article in this

newsletter about volunteer opportunities. Please let me
know if you’re interested or have any questions about
Friends.
–Mike Smith 503 357-3532, m2zsmith@msn.com

Used Book Sale
Our Spring Book Sale will take
place Monday, April 17 through
Saturday, April 22 in the Rogers
Room of the Library.
Sale hours are coordinated
with Library open hours. The
exception is Saturday when the sale ends at 3:00.
Monday, April 17: 10 am - 8 pm
Tuesday, April 18: 10 am - 8 pm
Wednesday, April 19: 10 am - 8 pm
Thursday, April 20: 10 am - 5 pm
Friday, April 21: 10 am - 5 pm
Saturday, April 22: 10 am - 3 pm
Books, videos, CDs, are all priced to sell. We have plenty
of quality books due to several generous donations.
Membership has its privileges: On Wednesday, April 19,
current Friends members will get a 50% discount on all
that they purchase. New members can join and current
members can renew at the door of the sale.
Memberships begin at $10 for individuals and are good
for twelve months. Check your mailing label to see when
your membership expires.
Bag days On Friday and Saturday, ALL shoppers may fill
standard grocery bags with books and other materials and
pay just $5 per bag.

We Need Your Help!
As usual, it is your help that makes our book sale a
success! More than 70 people helped with our last sale.
We will soon begin scheduling volunteers for our spring
sale so please answer our call.
On Wednesday April 12, we will begin setting up the sale.
Strength and perseverance are needed to set up tables,
move 300 or so boxes of books into the Rogers Room, and
begin placing books on the tables. Please lend a hand any
time between 3:00 and 7:00 PM. Fine-tuning continues
through Friday. April 14. Many volunteers are needed to
staff the sales desk during the sale, April 17 to 22. The big
clean-up starts at 3:00 on Saturday, April 22. Many hands
make light work!
Each volunteer will earn 2 books of their choice for each
shift they work. You’ll have fun and your library,
community, and bookshelf will benefit. Spread the word
and tell your friends that they do not need to be members
of Friends to volunteer!
If you prefer to schedule your favorite time before we
start calling, you can call Susan Schubothe at 503 3594006 or email her at schubots@pacificu.edu

44th Annual Meeting
All Friends are encouraged to attend the 2017 Annual
Meeting of the Friends of the Forest Grove Library. It will
be held at 5:30 PM, on Wednesday, April 5, 2016, in the
Rogers Room of the Library. The past year will be
reviewed and officers will be elected for the coming year.
We will also consider a change to our Bylaws, as described
below.
Nominations for officers for 2017-18 are: President Mike Smith; Vice President - Susan Schubothe; Treasurer Ralph Vasey; Secretary - Katie Allnutt. Nominations will
also be accepted from the floor.
Light refreshments will be served and we hope to see you
there.

Proposed change to Bylaws
At the annual meeting we will be voting on a proposed
change to our bylaws. This change will include electronic
writing as one of the approved ways to give notice of a

meeting. Sending emails will help us save on postage and
gives us the flexibility to use whatever method becomes
common in the future.
The current language in our bylaws:
ARTICLE VII MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
Sec. 1 An annual meeting shall be held on a date in the
month of February, March, or April to be determined by
the Executive Board. Members shall be notified in writing
at least two weeks prior to the date of the meeting.
Proposed language:
ARTICLE VII MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
Sec. 1 An annual meeting shall be held on a date in the
month of February, March, or April to be determined by
the Executive Board. Members shall be notified at least
two weeks prior to the date of the meeting. Notification
will be by any reasonable written method used by the
community which may include electronic communications
or traditional paper mailings.
April 5th, 2017 at 5:30 pm in the Rogers Room at the FG
Library: We welcome you to the annual meeting!

What Happens To The Books You
Donate?
Books and other materials donated to the Forest Grove
City Library are first reviewed by Library Staff to see if
they should be added to the Library’s inventory.
For those that are not selected, and for books de-selected
from the Library collection by staff, Friends of the Library
volunteers research used book prices online to pick out
those titles that are valued at $8 or more. Most of them
will be put on sale at Amazon.com under Friends’
dealership name, “forestgrovelibraryfriends.” Friends
have more than 1,600 books on sale through Amazon and
these online sales will net more than $6,000 for the
Library during the Friends fiscal year.
Books in good condition that are not selected for online
sales are sorted by Friends volunteers for the twice-a-year
book sales and for ongoing sales in the library. The twicea-year sales are Friends’ primary income source and have
been making about $12,000 a year. The ongoing in-library
sales is a new Friends project that began last year. Look
for the small magenta book truck near the display case in
the Library entrance.

Books left over from the twice-a-year sales are picked up
by a private company, Better World Books. They sell
books online and they also send books overseas to private
non-profit organizations. They provide us free boxes, free
pick-up, and give us a portion of their proceeds from sale
of our books.
Making money for the Library is Friends’ first strategic
priority and the book sales help recirculate these books in
our own community.

On-Going Book Sale
When you visit the Library, look for a magenta book truck
near the entrance. It holds books that you can purchase
to help support your Library.
Friends volunteers are selecting these books from
donations. They are in great condition and are reasonably
priced. Prices are the same as at the semi-annual book
sales, and are written on stickers inside the front covers.
You can pay at the Circulation Desk.

An Easy Way To Help
Friends of the Forest Grove Library now benefits from the
AmazonSmile program.
When Amazon customers log on through the
smile.amazon.com site, 0.5% of the sales price of many of
the items they purchase will be donated by the Amazon
Foundation to Friends of the Forest Grove Library. No
additional cost is incurred by either the purchaser or the
Friends of the Library. None of the purchaser’s privileges
at Amazon (Amazon Prime benefits, for example) are
affected when buying through AmazonSmile.
Go directly to our site via
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/93-6089869
This is an easy way to help your Friends of the Library and
your Forest Grove City Library at no cost to you! Make it
a habit to log on to Amazon through smile.amazon.com.

Please contact Mike Smith [m2zsmith@msn.com 503-3573532] if you are interested in helping with any of the
following jobs:

Processing book donations for book sales (1-2 hours
a week)

Scanning - Checking the value of each

book on Amazon used. Those worth
$8 or more are set aside for possible
inclusion in the Friends online book
store - a bit like a treasure hunt
Sorting - Those worth less than $8 are sorted into
categories used at the book sale. Here's your chance to
add your two cents.
Listing - Books with market prices over $8, and that are in
good condition, need to be entered into the Amazon
database. A selling price, condition note and delivery
method have to be determined and entered online and an
inventory number designated for each book. Bibliophiles
may find this process interesting one or two hours a
week.
Book Sale (twice a year)- Setting up, selling, clean up at
the sales
Newsletter (twice a year) - Editing, layout, preparing for
mail. Content is mostly provided by others.

Cultural Programs
We hope you will be able to attend one of the remaining
cultural programs for Spring 2017. The programs take
place at 6:30 PM in the Rogers Room at the Library. They
are free and open to the public.
Tuesday, March 21 (rescheduled from January 17)
"History, Art, Music, and McMenamins "
Join
McMenamin's historian Tim Hills as he discusses how
McMenamins reimagined an old, historic Masonic rest
home and created McMenamin's Grand Lodge. Tim will
talk about this and other reinventions of historic
architecture by the iconic Portland-area company.

Do You Have Any Time?
If you would like to become more involved
with the Friends, we welcome you and
your ideas. There is plenty to be done and
the jobs can be one time or ongoing.

Tuesday, April 4 The Art of the Story Storytelling Event
Join Storyteller Brianna Barrett for an Art of the Story
event– “Can All My Imaginary Friends Come Too?”

Tuesday, April 25 Oregon Ghost
Towns
Join writer and Oregon native Steve
Arndt as he shares his fascinating
experiences exploring the ghost towns
of Oregon. Steve has written
prolifically about the beauty and
history of the state in his Roads Less
Traveled series. More recently, he has focused on ghost
towns with a series of three books. Enjoy a deep
exploration of Oregon's fascinating and forgotten places.
Tuesday, May 2 "Young at Heart Readers’ Theatre" This
eclectic group of writers and dramatists will present "Our
Miss Brooks: Madison High is Cold"
Wednesday, May 17 (Bonus Program) Hungrytown
Enjoy live folk music from the dynamic
Vermont-based
music
duo,
Hungrytown. After more than a decade
of world-wide touring and three album
releases, Rebecca Hall and Ken
Anderson--otherwise
known
as
Hungrytown--have earned a reputation
for the quality and authenticity of their songwriting.

TEDTalks
TED Talks are a monthly coffee community engagement
program on the last Saturday morning of the month
from10:30-11:30 am running through May. Each program
features a 15-20 minute TED Talk broadcast on a topic of
social/cultural interest followed by a facilitated discussion
of the points raised in the broadcast.
Coffee and treats will be provided by BJ's
courtesy of the Friends.
Saturday, March 25: Can a Divided
America Heal?
How can the US recover after the negative, partisan
presidential election of 2016? These sharp social divisions
are examined in a recorded TEDTalk by Social psychologist
Jonathan Haidt, who provides a vision for how the
country might move forward.

From the Director
In preparation for writing this column, I looked up some
quotations about change. There were many, of course,
but these two, from two smart “Benjamins” resonated
with me.
From Benjamin Disraeli: “Change is inevitable. Change is
constant”
And from Benjamin Franklin: “When you're
finished changing, you're finished.”
I strongly agree with both of these men. It seems to me
that the challenges are in how you manage the changes
you can’t affect and being proactive in causing the change
you want to happen.
Last year, the library experienced a significant amount of
change with the departure of nine employees due to
retirement, new jobs, a new baby and cross-country
moves. As a result, we have seven new employees and
two internal promotions. That’s a lot in one year.
It translates to having a wonderful blend of staff that have
been here for a long time working together with new
people to plan new programs, evaluate our collection,
review policies and procedures, and critique our customer
service.
So, I hope, we have learned something from the
“Benjamin’s” wisdom and experience regarding change.
I also hope that you, our patrons, benefit from the
changes we’ve made and the ones that will likely appear.
Here are some other changes and updates:
•

Jessica Fehr is the Library’s new Volunteer
Coordinator. Jessica has been with the library
since last June as a Library Assistant. With
Jessica’s promotion, the library’s volunteer
program is up and running and applications are
again being accepted.

•

The library has purchased three new self-check
machines. Two will replace existing, outdated
machines near the front desk. The third is a new
addition to the Children’s area. Funding for these
machines came from WCCLS.

•

WCCLS member libraries will again be receiving
some unexpected funds this year. These funds

Saturday, April 29: Paul Bloom - Can prejudice ever be a
good thing?
Saturday, May 20:
Introverts?"

Susan Cain - "The Power of

become available when county assessed value
exceeds three percent. Last year Forest Grove
received $47,000 which was used to pay for the
three new self-check machines. This year we will
receive $13,000.
•

•

•

•

•

The Friends have purchased movie licensing
through Movie Licensing USA
for the library. With this
license the library is
going to be showing
movies in the library and
creating events, activities, and discussion around
movies. This license is opening up many new
possibilities for programming that we were
previously unable to offer.
The library is working with Pacific University on a
digitization project for oral histories located in the
Stewart History Room. Pacific received a LSTA
(Library Services and Technology) grant for this
project. The grant will enable Pacific to inventory
and digitize all of the known oral history
recordings in the county from libraries, historical
societies, and other community organizations
which they’ll eventually make available on the
University Archives’ website.
The library has begun offering free English
Classes. They are provided by Goodwill Industries
in Forest Grove and will be available every Friday
from 1-3 PM in the Rogers Room.
The library had another very
successful
B.E.A.R.
month
celebration in January. Ann Dondero,
retired Youth Services Librarian and
founder of B.E.A.R. month, lead the
Teddy Bear Parades and 101 children and adults
enjoyed the music, comedy, and storytelling of
the Oregon Shadow Theater. This program was
sponsored by the Friends.
On Saturday, January 28th, librarians Amy Gregory
and Casey Landau hosted a Star Wars celebration
with the help of ten volunteers and student
worker Ivan Ortiz-Mata. Star Wars Oregon (a
group of people that cosplay Star Wars) came out
providing many photo opportunities. 250 people
from the Forest Grove Community celebrated Star
Wars with the library! This program was also
sponsored by the Friends.

Thank you, again, for your support and patronage of the
Forest Grove City Library. Hope to see you in the library,
at the Book Sale, or an upcoming program.

Colleen

WCCLS Resolution
All Douglas County Libraries are scheduled to close by the
end of May, including the Main Library in Roseburg and all
ten branches. WCCLS library directors adopted the
following resolution which was sent to the Douglas
County Board of Commissioners and Douglas County
Library staff.
WHEREAS, our nation’s libraries are cultural, social,
educational, and recreational institutions and play a vital
role in supporting the quality of life in their communities;
WHEREAS, libraries bring together families, friends,
and community members with special events, programs,
and both early and life-long learning opportunities and
provide a world of knowledge both in person and on-line:
WHEREAS, librarians are trained professionals,
helping people of all ages and backgrounds find and
interpret the information they need to live, learn, and
work in the 21st century; and are key players in the
national discourse on intellectual freedom, equity of
access, and narrowing the “digital divide”;
WHEREAS, libraries serve as crucial technology hubs
for people in need of free Web access, computer training,
and assistance finding job resources;
WHEREAS government supported public libraries,
free and open to all residents, contribute to and informed
citizenry which matters now more than ever;
WHEREAS shuttering libraries hurts democracy,
reduces educational, employment and economic
opportunities for residents, and limits access to
information and resources for those most vulnerable in
the community;
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the library directors of
Washington County voice their support of the library staff
and patrons of Douglas County and encourage the
leadership of Douglas County to restore this invaluable
service.

Membership
Your Friends membership must be renewed annually.
When you renew, your membership is good for the
following 12 months. The address label on this newsletter
will tell you the month and year when your membership
expires. You can renew at the book sale or at the checkout desk at the library or you can fill out the renewal form
included in this newsletter and mail it with your check to
Friends of the Forest Grove Library, 2114 Pacific Avenue,
Forest Grove, OR 97116.

FRIENDS OF THE FOREST GROVE LIBRARY
Membership Form
Make check payable to: The Friends of the Forest Grove Library
2114 Pacific Avenue
Forest Grove OR 97116

Date

Name

Phone

Address

City

Zip

o

e-mail address
Please check
a category:

(Membership is for 12 consecutive months)

Individual
Family

$10
$20

Check here if you would like to volunteer for the Book Sale

Send newsletter via email

Contributing $35
Sustaining
$100
Cultural programs

Special events

